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DEDICATION

O Zion,

You who bring good tidings,

Get up into the high mountain;

O Jerusalem,

You who bring good tidings,

Lift up your voice with strength,

Lift it up, be not afraid;

Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
Isaiah 40:9

[ would like to dedicate this book to all my preacher
friends out there!

Your role is vital and essential! In fact, God can’t
accomplish His work on earth apart from youl!

May you always abound in bringing “good tidings” of
Jesus’ victory everywhere you go!

“Lift up your voice with strength! Lift it up, be not
afraid!”

— Joseph B. Kack






CONTENTS

Why I Wrote This Book

CHAPTER ONE:
God’s Chosen Method — Preaching!

CHAPTER Two:
How God Works with Humanity

CHAPTER THREE:
Preaching Brings Faith

CHAPTER FOUR:
The Process of Receiving from the Lord

CHAPTER FIVE:
Preaching Plants Seeds

CHAPTER SIX:
How to Cooperate with Preaching

For Review and Reflection

ix

17

21

29

35

49



End Notes

APPENDIX A
A Prayer of Salvation

APPENDIX B
A Prayer to Receive the Holy Spirit

57

59

61



WHY [ WROTE THIS BOOK

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He has anointed Me TO PREACH...”
Luke 4:18

I have written this book with a two-fold purpose in
mind.

1. To add value to your church or seminar
experiences by providing an understanding
of what’s happening every time there is Holy
Spirit-inspired preaching.

2. To help you to more fully cooperate with the
Lord’s receiving process in your life.

With a greater understanding of the power of
preaching, I believe value will be added to your
experience every time you go to church or attend a
service. When we attend church or a bible seminar,
there is something much greater going on than the
preacher doing his thing (preaching) and the people
doing their thing (attending). When Spirit-anointed
preaching and teaching are happening, we are engaged
in a supernatural, God-ordained process!

ix



Receiving from God is a process. There is a kingdom
process of receiving — how the Lord gets His things to
us, how He accomplishes His will in our lives, and what
allows Him to move and get involved on our behalf.
The more Bible understanding you have concerning
the power of preaching, the more readily and fully you
will be able to cooperate with and participate in this
wonderful process. As someone once said, “Knowledge
is power!”

— Joseph B. Kack



®

CHAPTER ONE

GOD’S CHOSEN METHOD
— PREACHING!

God has His methods for accomplishing His will and
purposes. These methods are the ones that He has
chosen and ordained, and can be discovered in The
Bible. Although we may be tempted to seek out our own
ways and methods of advancement, a discovery of His
methods will surely put us on the road toward much
greater productivity and spiritual satisfaction. One of
His chosen methods is PREACHING.

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it
is the power of God...

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through
wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through
the foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe...

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called. But God has chosen the
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foolish things of the world to put to shame the
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the
world to put to shame the things which are mighty;
and the base things of the world and the things which
are despised God has chosen, and the things which
are not, to bring to nothing the things that are.

1 Corinthians 1:18,21,26-28

It’s always good to be reminded that it “pleases God to
save those who believe.” He is always pleased to provide
us with salvation, healing, deliverance, protection, and
provision. In fact, The Bible reveals that God is not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance.! He desires for all men to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth.? He is a saving,
healing, delivering God! And this is Who He is for all
who call upon Him!

And HOW does He go about saving, healing, and
delivering people? Through the foolishness of the
message preached! He does it through preaching!

In our high-tech, sophisticated, and often self-
sufficient culture, this may seem rudimentary and even
“foolish,” but nonetheless, this is what God has chosen.
Preaching is His chosen method. You will notice how
strongly this theme is emphasized in these verses —
“God has chosen...God has chosen...God has chosen.”



God’s Chosen Method — Preaching!

Is there another way? No. Is there a better way? No.
This is God’s way!

Since the world in all its fancy wisdom never
had a clue when it came to knowing God, God in
his wisdom took delight in using what the world
considered dumb — preaching, of all things! — to
bring those who trust him into the way of salvation.

1 Corinthians 1:21 (MSG)

This verse says that God in His wisdom took delight
in using preaching, of all things! So what does He use?
What is His method? Preaching! This may seem dumb,
simple, or like a big waste of time to those who don't
understand, but nonetheless, this is still the way God
has set things up.

God could have ordained and chosen any method to
bring salvation and deliverance into our lives, but as
it turns out, He chose preaching. And once He ordains
a method, that’s His method! You can’t change it, but if
you are wise, you can learn how to cooperate with it.
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CHAPTER TwoO

HOW GOD WORKS
WITH HUMANITY

One of the things that will help us greatly is to gain
an understanding of how God works with humanity on
the earth. Once we understand how God works with
humanity, it will become clear why preaching is so
important.

Some people have the idea that the Lord just does
whatever He wants, whenever He wants, with
whomever He wants. But did you know that kind of
thinking is unscriptural? Some people have the idea
that because God is God and because He’s sovereign
and all-powerful, that He just randomly moves as He
chooses.

It’s true that God is sovereign! But it’s also true, that in
His sovereignty, He has bound Himself to His Word.

o He has exalted His Word above His Name.!

o It’simpossible for Him to lie.?

o He will not break His covenant, nor alter the
word that has gone out of His lips!®
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So we can be sure of this: If God says it, then that’s
the way it is. He always moves in our lives within the
framework of what He has said. We can always count
on that!

Here’s a powerful statement that I would like you to
stop and consider:

God works with mankind on the basis of what
man believes, according to what God has said.

Let’s take a moment and break this down. How does
God work with mankind? He works with mankind on
the basis of what man believes. In other words, God
CAN do anything, but His power will be limited or
released in our lives on the basis of what we believe.

IF YOU CAN BELIEVE

We find great hope and comfort through commonly
quoted verses such as, “With God, nothing will be
impossible.” * That's good news for sure! Is there
something in your life that looks impossible to solve
or change? Thank God — with God, nothing will be
impossible!

Genesis 18:14 says, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”



How God Works with Humanity

What’s the obvious answer to that question? No!
Nothing is too hard for Him!

Jeremiah 32:27 says, “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of
all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?”

It is clear from these verses, and many of us already
have an understanding that nothing is impossible or
too hard for the Lord. There’s absolutely nothing that
God cannot do! There are no impossibilities with Him!
He’s the God who makes a way where there is no way!
He is the God who opens and no man can shut!

But did you know that these verses, as true and reliable
as they may be, are incomplete without Mark 9:23?

Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are
possible to him who believes.”
Mark 9:23

In this account, a father is seeking deliverance for his
son who is suffering from seizures as a result of an evil
spirit. This man says to Jesus, “If you can do anything,
have compassion on us and help us.” In response, Jesus
DID NOT SAY, “Don’t worry, I am God in the flesh and I can
do anything!” No, He didn’t say that.

But what did He say? He said, “If you can believe...” For
the man who believes, all things are possible!
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With this understanding, we realize that the question
is not only what God can do. Perhaps the more relevant
question to ask is what can we believe? Because, if you
can believe, all things are possible to those who believe!

So, although God could do whatever He wants, whenever
He wants, with whomever He wants, HE DOES NOT! And
the reason He does not is simply because He didn’t set
things up to work that way. God works with mankind
on the basis of what man believes, according to what He
has said.

In other words, God will do for you whatever you
believe Him to do, provided that what you believe is in
agreement with what He has already revealed through
His Word.

ACCORDING TO HIS WORD

Ifit’s notrevealed through His Word, then we don’t have
any business trying to believe that God will do it. Trying
to do so is presumption and not real faith. And in such
cases, what we are attempting to believe IS impossible,
because we have strayed outside the boundary of the
revelation of God’s written Word.

In John 15:7, Jesus says, “If you abide in Me and My words
abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be
done for you.”



How God Works with Humanity

Here Jesus is saying, “You can ask whatever you want!
Whatever you want, it will be done for you!” But what'’s
the qualifier here? We must abide in Him with His
words abiding in us! So, it’s not enough just to believe
and ask for something. What we believe and ask must
be according to what God has said.®

Do you see it now? God works with humanity on the
basis of what man believes, according to what God has
said. Or we could say it this way:

God works with man on the earth according to
that portion of God’s Word that he believes.

That’s a powerful truth!
BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF

Here’s another powerful statement that will bring even
greater clarity to our understanding:

God can do anything, but He is limited by the faith
of man. Man'’s faith is the limiting factor!

We wouldn’t want to make such strong statements
without a scriptural backing. So, let’s take a look at
some verses:



T HE P@WER OF PREACHING

Then He went out from there and came to His own
country, and His disciples followed Him. And when
the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the
synagogue.

And many hearing Him were astonished, saying,
“Where did this Man get these things? And what
wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such
mighty works are performed by His hands! Is this
not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His
sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without
honor except in his own country, among his own
relatives, and in his own house.” Now He could
do no mighty work there, except that He laid His
hands on a few sick people and healed them. And He
marveled because of their unbelief....

Mark 6:1-6

Here we read the account of Jesus in His own hometown.
When the people heard His Words, they were astounded
as they compared the words of power and authority
they were hearing with their own personal knowledge
and perception of “the carpenter” who stood before
them. The Bible says, “They were offended at Him.”

10



How God Works with Humanity

And what was the result? “Now He could do no mighty
work there... and He marveled because of their unbelief.”

This doesn’t say that He WOULD NOT do any mighty
work there. It’s not as if Jesus was personally offended
and upset, such that He decided to shut down His
ministry or hold back His healing power. No, it does
not say that! It says He COULD NOT do any mighty
work there.

Even if Jesus wanted to demonstrate the power of God,
He was not able to do so. It may sound strange to hear
that Jesus was unable to do something, but that is what
“could not” really means.

Clearly these people had shut down God’s miraculous
power operating through Jesus. And what was it that
shutdown God’s power? It was their unbelief. Can God’s
will and power be limited? Clearly it was in this case!

We read accounts where Jesus went into other cities and
villages and healed all who were sick of various diseases
and torments.® What was the difference between those
other cities and what Jesus experienced among the
people in Nazareth? The difference was faith!

The same thing is true in life today. God moves
where He finds faith! Although He would like to move
everywhere, He is limited to where He finds faith.

11



T HE P@WER OF PREACHING

What was Jesus’ response to the unbelief that He
encountered? He went about the villages in a circuit,
teaching. Teaching and preaching is a Bible-cure for
unbelief!

If we will be honest, we all have areas of unbelief,
where our faith is weak or needs to be strengthened. In
some cases, we may have strong faith in one area but
not in another. There is no need to be upset, worried,
or to feel condemned! Instead just say, “Lord, please
send me a preacher to help strengthen my faith in this
particular area!”

CAN GOD BE LIMITED?

How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and
grieved Him in the desert! Yes, again and again they
tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.

Psalm 78:40,41

When the Lord brought the children of Israel out of
Egyptian bondage on their way into “the promised
land,” an entire generation got stuck and ended up
dying in the wilderness because of their unbelief.”

These verses reveal even more explicitly that these
people LIMITED GOD. That almost sounds outrageous!
[s it possible to limit a limitless God? Evidently so!

12
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And the same exact thing happens in our own lives
when we have unbelief.

What did these people say? What words were coming
out of their mouths?

If you will stop for a moment and listen to
people long enough (including yourself),
you will eventually discover what
they really believe.

What you believe is not just what you utter when you
are saying prayers or when you are in church. What
you really believe is what comes out of your mouth in
abundance, in everyday life, when the pressure is on!
These are ultimately the words that end up ruling and
governing our lives.

What did the Israelites say? They said, “Can God prepare
a table in the wilderness? Can He provide meat for His
people?”® Do you hear this language? This doesn’t sound
like the language of faith. It sounds like the language of
doubt and unbelief. And this is exactly the kind of heart
attitude that limited what God was able to do in their
lives. The Bible says, “they limited the Holy One of Israel.”

God wanted to do so much more for them! He wanted
to bring them into the rightful inheritance that He had

13
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promised! He wanted to bring them into all that He
had planned and prepared for them! But as much as He
wanted it, HE COULD NOT.

What was it that held the Israelites back? What was
it that kept God back? It was their unbelief and lack
of faith.

Let’'s be reminded of this: God can do anything,
but He is limited by the faith of man. Man’s faith
is the limiting factor.

FAITH IS REQUIRED

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it
will be given to him.

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for
he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and
tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose
that he will receive anything from the Lord.

James 1:5-7

The Bible teaches us that if we lack wisdom, we can
ask of God and He will give to all liberally and without
finding fault. But we are instructed as to the manner
in which we must ask — “But let him ask in faith with no
doubting.”

14



How God Works with Humanity

What’s the problem with doubting? The same
passage says, “He who doubts is like a wave of the
sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord.” We
do not receive when we doubt.

So, whether we are asking for wisdom, or whatever the
case may be, if there is doubt and unbelief, we will not
receive. These are not my words or my opinion. These
are God’s words!

But without faith, it is impossible to please Him,
for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him.

Hebrews 11:6

With all this in mind, we gain a much better
understanding of why faith pleases God. Why is it
impossible to please God without faith? It is because
“faith” is the very thing that allows God to get involved
in human affairs! And that’s the very thing He is so
eager to do!

God is Love,’ and Love is pleased when He can meet
the needs of humanity. He is always willing and
ready to get involved whenever and wherever He
is called upon! Is there anything that would please
a loving God more than being able to come to the

15
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full aid and rescue of one of His beloved children?
[ don’t think so. But all of this takes place by faith, when
we believe what God has spoken.

And here’s some good news before we go any further: If
you are a born-again child of God, you are a believer!
You are not a doubter!

It’s part of your new nature in Christ to believe.! In
fact, you have been built to believe! But believing
doesn’t happen accidentally and it does not happen
mysteriously — faith and believing is a result of
preaching!

What you have read here so far may seem challenging.
It may even make you feel slightly angry. For some,
it may seem narrow, hard, demanding, unreasonable,
or even legalistic — that God would REQUIRE faith
from us. But we must always remember this:

For anything that the Lord requires FROM US,
He has also made provision FOR US.
This is part of His grace in our lives.

God has provided a solution — He has provided a means
— He has provided a surefire and proven way for us to
be able to operate in faith and to receive easily from
Him. What has God provided for us? He has provided
preaching!

16
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CHAPTER THREE
PREACHING BRINGS FAITH

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.
Romans 10:17

Stop for a moment and consider this powerful statement:

{ Faith is the currency of the kingdom of God. J

As we have already seen, if you want to operate in the
kingdom of God and receive from God, faith is required.
Anyone who has traveled internationally knows that
if you want to operate within the country you are
visiting, you cannot do so for long apart from obtaining
that nation’s particular currency.

Ifyouarein the United States, you need US Dollars. If you
are in the Philippines, you better have some Philippine
Pesos. If your travels bring you to South Korea, you
are going to need some South Korean Won. If you plan
to stay long in Japan, before long you are going to be
looking for some Japanese Yen.

17
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You might try to pull out your dollars or pesos to
transact in Saudi Arabia, but it won’t take long before
you discover that the merchants there are looking for
Saudi Riyal. Each of these nations has its own currency.
Without these currencies, you can’t do business and
make transactions.

The same is true of the spiritual nation of the kingdom
of God. We have not received a religion. We have
received a kingdom!' Through our new birth in Christ,
we are now a part of God’s holy nation.? It is from the
kingdom of God that we have received our eternal
heavenly citizenship.?

The kingdom of God also has its own currency — faith!
So, if you want to “transact” in the kingdom, do business
in the kingdom, or if you want to have God involved in
your affairs, you’'ve got to have heaven’s currency.

SINCERELY WRONG

Although we may be sincere and well-meaning,
we often try to transact and do business in the
kingdom of God by many other means of our own
making — through tears, through begging, through
fasting, or even through long prayers. But no matter
how sincere our efforts, without faith, none of these
things are productive. Without faith, it’s impossible to
please God!

18



Preaching Brings Faith

Just because we cry to God doesn’t mean that any
kingdom transaction has been made. Just because
we beg God for something doesn’t mean that any
transaction has been made.

As honest and sincere as I may be with pockets full of
US Dollars, and even as hard as  may try, [ simply won’t
beableto transactand do businessin mostother nations
unless [ get my hands on some of those currencies. It’s
possible for any of us to be sincere and yet be sincerely
wrong or misdirected.

And here’s the good news, friend, and this is why I have
written this book:

Through preaching, you can get your spiritual
hands on the currency of God’s kingdom —
faith!

Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.” Did you see that? Faith
comes! Faith comes! Faith comes! And how does faith
come? Faith comes BY HEARING God’s Word.

19
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE PROCESS OF
RECEIVING FROM THE LORD

For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” How then shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe
in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach unless they are sent? As it is written:

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach
the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good
things!”

...So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.
Romans 10:13-15,17

These verses reveal to us the process of receiving

from the Lord.

This is the Lord’s process, and it will work for anyone!
Once you understand this process, you can begin to
more readily cooperate with it — on purpose! Here’s

the simple process revealed through these verses:

21
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Preaching brings hearing.
Hearing brings believing.
Believing brings speaking and doing.

Speaking and doing brings receiving.

And it’s healthy to be reminded of the reason WHY this
process works. It works because God is faithful and He
is good! The Bible says, “For the same Lord over all is
rich to all who call upon Him.” !

Yet, without somebody preaching, there is nothing to
hear! There will be no “hearing.” If  don’t hear, I cannot
and will not believe. And if I don’t believe something
deep down inside, there would be no reason for me to
call out or to act out in a certain way.

We, as humans, speak and act because of what we
believe. What we really believe is what governs us.
It is the real reason why we do what we do.

For example, the reason you go to the bank or the ATM to
withdraw money is because you believe there is money
in your account and that you can access it these ways.
If you didn’t believe that, you wouldn’t randomly find
yourself going to the bank one day. Likewise, nobody
is going to find himself randomly calling out to a Lord
about whom he has never heard. It just won’t happen.

22
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Are you beginning to gain a renewed appreciation for
God’s preachers? What a gift they are to us! Truth be
told, we as believers in Christ are all preachers of God’s
simple and powerful salvation message.?

People cannot believe something they have never heard
about. We also have a responsibility to tell them the
good news of God’s salvation plan! We aren’t responsible
for the reaction or response of the people, but we are
responsible for the message!®

The Bible says that those who believe will CALL. In
other words, they will ACT upon what they believe. And
what will be the result? “Whoever calls upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved.”

It’s important to be reminded that the word “salvation”
here is from the Greek word SOZO, which refers to all of
man’s salvation needs, including deliverance, protection,
healing, safety, and total well-being.*

This passage certainly applies to God’s process for
receiving forgiveness and salvation from our sins, but
it also extends to all of our needs and wants. And this
is not just for some or only for a few. This is for as many
who will learn to call upon the Lord in faith. “For the
same Lord over all is rich TO ALL who call upon Him.” God
is no respecter of persons!

23
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ALL BELIEF HAS A SOURCE

Sometimes we forget or fail to realize that it's impossible
to believe something all by ourselves. It’s not as if I go to
sleep at night, and then the next morning when [ wake
up — suddenly, out of seemingly nowhere — “I believe!”

In truth, all faith and belief has a source! All of our
beliefs, whether biblical or non-biblical, whether truth
or lies, have come as a result of something we have
heard at some time or another. “Hearing” is the source.
That’s why Jesus taught, “Take heed what you hear.”®

Once again, this is why the role of a God-sent preacher is
so important in our lives! Apart from God’s preachers,
God’s people will not be able to hear God’s messages,
and will remain largely unable to believe what God
wants them to believe!

Preachingis one of God’s chosen, ordained methods that
we must learn to cooperate with. It may be foolishness
to some, but it is powerful and essential, nonetheless.

So, if you want to receive anything from the Lord,
the process begins with preaching. Preaching is
part of God’s ordained method to accomplish His
will in your life.

24



The Process of Receiving from the Lord

GOD PREACHED TO ABRAHAM

Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and
works miracles among you, does He do it by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? — just
as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted
to him for righteousness.” Therefore know that
only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.
And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
Jjustify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to
Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations
shall be blessed.”

Galatians 3:5-8

As you read through the New Testament you will
find this phrase, not once, not twice, but three times
— “Abraham believed God.” The Scripture says,
“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And what was it that enabled Abraham
to believe God? He heard preaching!

How cool is this! The Scripture says that God Himself
preached the gospel to Abraham! Can you imagine
hearing God’s preaching?!

Stop for just a moment here and consider this: Why
would God preach to him? Of course, because this is His
method! Preaching is God’s chosen, ordained method
to empower us to believe what He wants us to believe,

25
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causing faith to come so that we can receive from
Him. And He even uses it Himself!

Abraham believed — Why? How? Because he had a
preacher. God was his preacher!

Wouldn'’t you like to experience more God-activity in
your life? This one thing will help for sure — more
Spirit-anointed preaching! Or perhaps we need to learn
how to maximize and make better use of the preaching
that is currently available to us. (More is written about
how to do that later in this book.)

HEAR AND BE HEALED!

However, the report went around concerning Him

all the more; and great multitudes came together to

hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.
Luke 5:15

Through the gospel writings, we read about the life
and ministry of Jesus and all the great healings and
miracles He performed. Without reading carefully, it
can be easy to miss this important fact: Not only was
Jesus a healer and miracle-worker, but He was also a
Spirit-anointed preacher and teacher!

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel

26
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of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and
every disease among the people.
Matthew 9:35

Without the understanding of this lesson, one might
inaccurately conclude that Jesus went around from
place to place, randomly releasing some healing
power here and some healing power there, performing
miracles here and performing miracles there.

But upon closer look, we discover that many of those
who were healed under Jesus’ ministry also “heard”
His preaching and teaching. We often read that they
came “to hear AND be healed.” The hearing was part of
the healing!

Unfortunately, many are trying to receive healing today
but haven'’t taken time to first sit down and hear God’s
anointed message in regard to His will and desire to
heal. Or even worse, some may even be hearing all the
reasons why God doesn’t heal today, or how God will
allow sickness in your life to teach and perfect you.

Can you imagine how much confusion and conflict
that creates within your own heart?! And what’s all
too often the result? Lots of prayers, even begging
and pleading — but no healing! This sort of scenario is
never God’s will!

27
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I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit
and work miracles among you because you obey
the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the
message you heard about Christ.

Galatians 3:5 (NLT)

This verse makes it so clear! Does the Lord work
miracles in our lives and give us His precious Holy
Spirit because we do everything perfectly? Of course
not! Thank God, we are not on a “merit system” when
it comes to our inheritance in Christ. Thank God, these
things have been freely given and provided through
Christ’s redemptive work on the cross!

If we can’t earn the Holy Spirit and God’s miracles, on
what grounds does He do these things for us? He does
it because “we believe the message that we heard.”

Faith comes by hearing! But how can you hear without
a preacher? There must be preaching!
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CHAPTER FIVE
PREACHING PLANTS SEEDS

And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man
should scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep
by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout
and grow, he himself does not know how.”

Mark 4:26,27

When preaching takes place and the message is being
received, seeds are being planted! What a powerful
concept! The entire kingdom of God functions this way.
That’s why Jesus said, “Take heed what you hear.”*

Whatever you hear is going to get planted in you.
And unfortunately, that works for the good stuff as
well as the bad. It works for the truth that we hear, and
it also works for any lies that we embrace.

The more we understand this powerful truth, the more
selective we will be about what we allow ourselves
to listen to. Likewise, the more understanding we
have, the more we will begin to look for and listen to
preaching — on purpose!
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IT's UP TO YOU!

The Bible teaches us that we are God’s garden and God’s
field.? Everyone knows what you do with a garden. You
plant seeds! Not only that, but if it’s YOUR garden, then
you have the right to choose what kind of seeds you
want to plant.

What you choose to sow depends upon what exactly
you want to grow!

o IfI wantto grow tomatoes, [ must plant tomato
seeds.

o IfI want to grow watermelon, [ must plant
watermelon seeds.

o IfI want to grow cucumbers, [ must sow
cucumber seeds.

It’s my garden, so it’s really up to me! There is no point
in wondering why I don’t have any carrots growing in
my garden if [ didn’t plant any carrot seeds. Without
the planting of the seed, there can be no harvest. It’s
just that simple!

The same is true in our spiritual lives. For example,
if we want to receive God’s will and full provision

financially, then we should hear preaching about God’s
will and provision for us financially. If we want to
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receive God’s will regarding His protection and keeping
power, then we should hear preaching specifically
about His protection. If we want to grow and develop
in the character of Christ, then we must hear preaching
about Christ’s character. The list goes on and on!

NO SEED...NO HARVEST

In the time of need or crises, many are trying to call
out to the Lord for healing, provision, guidance, or
protection. But there’s one small problem. No significant
seed has been sown! They are looking for a harvest
without taking the time to sow any seed. And in this case,
what allows the seed to be sown? Preaching!

Faith comes by HEARING, and hearing by the Word of
God. What have you been hearing lately? Or a better
question may be: What have you NOT been hearing
lately? It could be that what you are not hearing is the
reason why you don’t have the fruit and manifestation
of God’s will that you desire and are looking for.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the believers at Corinth
saying, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase.” * What kind of planting was he referring to?
He was referring to the planting and sowing of the
Word of God, which he did through preaching.
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What kind of watering was he referring to? He was
referring to the watering of God’s Word that happens
when we hear the same truths repeated and reiterated.

Everyone knows it’s not enough to just plant a seed.
The seeds we have planted must then be watered to
reach healthy growth and harvest. That’s why we are
always thankful to hear the same Bible truths over and
over again, knowing that in some cases seeds are being
planted, and in other cases seeds are being watered!

Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach
and so you believed.
1 Corinthians 15:11

Here we get a revelation of WHY Paul was preaching —
so that they could believe! This is God’s chosen method.

[ often wonder — are we taking full advantage of the
preachers that God has released into the earth for
our benefit?

Sometimes we only listen to one preacher, who only
emphasizes one particular truth. Perhaps salvation is
emphasized. Without question, that’s a very important
truth and message! But there are also other truths we
must hear. There are other seeds that must also be
planted in our garden.
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It’s possible to have faith for the salvation of souls
but not have any personal faith for healing, divine
protection, family life, or God’s provision. If we are
wise, we will hear God’s words for each and every area
that we want to be strong in our receiving from God.

Preaching is powerful because it exposes you!

It exposes you to God’s thoughts and to
what’s in His mind concerning you.

33






O,

CHAPTER SIX

HOW TO COOPERATE
WITH PREACHING

AsI've written previously, this thing called “preaching”
is something that we must awaken to and become more
aware of.

Not only do we want to put ourselves in a position to
hear more preaching, but we also want to learn how
to hear better. In other words, we want to learn how to
better cooperate with the preachers and the preaching
that is already in our midst.

Here are a few practical tips that I believe will make
a significant difference in your life!

1. Give God thanks for His ordained preachers in
your life, recognizing their role.

And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who
labor among you, and are over you in the Lord
and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly
in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among
yourselves.

1 Thessalonians 5:12,13
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Something powerful happens when we begin to
recognize our preachers “by name” and thank God for
them, understanding their role in our lives. This simple
step of recognition and honor will open your heart to
receive God’s message through them at an even higher,
more concentrated level.

We must remember that these are God’s messengers,
carrying God’s message. Therefore,it’sonlyappropriate
that we would return thanks to God, since He is the One
who sent them for our benefit.

o Who are the preachers that you recognize
God has sent into your life?

0 Are you able to name them specifically?

o Have you taken time to thank God for them,
recognizing the important role they have in
your life?

It can be all too easy to criticize or become offended
with the preacher, because he somehow failed to meet
your personal expectations of him. Maybe he failed to
greet you at church, shake your hand, or respond to
your personal invitation to join you for lunch.

We should always remember that the preacher’s
highest role in our lives is not to be our friend, or to go
to lunch with us. (That may happen in rare instances.)
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His highest role is TO PREACH — so that we can believe!
This is why God has ordained preachers.

In some cases, you may never know the preacher
personally or engage with him on a very private level.
But none of that is required to make the most of why he
was sent to you.

The preacher was sent to deliver a message
so that you can believe!

And if you can believe, you can respond to God, for
yourself, from your heart — that’s called faith! And
let’s not forget — God rewards faith!

There is only One Mediator between God and man, and
it’snotthe preacher! Itis The Man — Christ]Jesus!* When
the preacher is able to fully do his job and his message
is received, it will always enhance and improve your
personal relationship with the Lord.

God, and God alone, desires to be your source and
provide all that you need and desire in every area of
life. The preacher plays a very significant role in that
becoming a reality for you!
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2. Always pray for the preacher before entering a
church service or bible seminar.

and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that
I may open my mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel,

Ephesians 6:19

Praying for the preacher is always for your benefit!
So, for me personally, it has become a habit to always
pray for the preacher and the message BEFORE
attending church or a bible seminar.

WhenIgo to church, I recognize that God has something
to say to me through that preacher. I am not interested
in random thoughts or ideas that come from a man’s
mind. [ can turn on the television and find that most
anywhere. [ want to hear God’s inspired words! These
are the kind of words that will enable faith to come
alive inside of me.

Praying for the preacher and the message doesn’t
necessarily require long sessions of deep prayer and
intercession. It can be as simple as saying,

“Lord, I know You have something to say to me today.
I ask You to give Your words and Your message to my
preacher. Help him to speak boldly and accurately
today. Lord, I am not coming to hear from a man
today. I am coming to hear from You!”
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In the book of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul asked the
church for prayer, “that utterance (words) may be given to
me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel.”

[ find it interesting that the great Apostle Paul, who had
so much divine revelation and insight, was dependent
upon the prayers of the people to deliver the message.
The message was inside the man, but the desire, faith,
and prayers of the people were necessary to bring the
message out! The same is true today.

That’s why it is so important for us to pray for our
ministers and preachers before they preach God’s
words. If we will be diligent to pray for our preachers,
God will be faithful not only to give the preacher the
right message, but then also to put His Spirit and
anointing upon him to deliver that message. And that
is exactly what we are looking for — words of Spirit
and life!?

Let’s not forget why this is so important. Spirit-anointed
preaching causes faith to come! Hearing the right
messages will supernaturally cause the right seeds to be
planted within us, thereby producing the kind of harvest
we want!
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WORDS OF SPIRIT AND POWER

The Apostle Paul had this to say to the believers who
lived in Corinth, “And my speech and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and power.” * So when
our preacher stands up to speak to us, we don’t want
him to speak words of human wisdom, but words that
demonstrate God’s Spirit and power!

When Jesus was physically alive on the earth, people
would often marvel “because He spoke as One having
authority.” * He was speaking Spirit-anointed words
that were given to Him by the Father God. Should His
ministers and representatives be any less anointed and
empowered today?

Even today’s preachers are exhorted to speak as of the
oracles of God, and with the ability which God Himself
supplies!® That’s amazing! And our prayers for the
preacher play a significant role in that becoming a reality.

3. Never be afraid to embrace preaching beyond
your current physical reality, provided it
agrees with Scripture.

while we do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things
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which are seen are temporary, but the things which
are not seen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:18

This is such an important and powerful revelation!
We must always remember that the preacher’s job is
not to just reiterate or rehash “current events” and
the things that already exist around us. These are
things that we already know and that are already quite
obvious. You can turn on the nightly news to get a full
report of these things!

The preacher’s job is to give us something (and
Someone!) greater to believe — beyond what we see —
beyond our current reality! The preacher’s job is to tell
us the report of the Lord!®

If a preacher is Spirit guided and anointed, more often
than not, he will be speaking of things that are NOT
YET SEEN in our lives. His job is to preach to us and to
speak to us about things not yet seen or realized so that
these unseen things can also become our own personal
reality! That’s part of his job, and what God has sent
him to do.

The Bible says that God manifests His Word through
preaching.” What does that mean? That means that
His words become our reality through preaching!
Remember, preaching is God’s ordained method!
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Sometimes the truths proclaimed to you from God’s
word will seem so far beyond your present state
or reality. That's not the time to fear or to turn
off the message. That’s the time to reach out and
wholeheartedly receive the message being delivered
to you!

So long as what is being preached agrees with the
Scriptures and the witness of the Holy Spirit within our
hearts, we should train ourselves to be quick to believe,
even though what we are hearing seems so far away
from our current condition or reality.

Think about this:

o God will speak to you about the reality of salvation
and eternity in heaven while you are still totally
lost in your sins.

o God will speak to you about divine health and
healing even while you are sick, weak, and the
doctors have given you up to die.

o God will speak to you about His will to provide for
you and to prosper you abundantly even while you
may be unemployed and can’t seem to make your
electricity payment.

o God will speak to you about His plan and purpose
for your life even when you have taken every
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personality test, met with guidance counselors,
and still have no clue what to do with your life.

o God will speak to you about a dream marriage and
having your own family even when you haven’t
had an interesting date for more than three years.

What is real faith? The Bible says, “Faith is being sure
of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” ®
How could we ever be certain and sure about something
that is still unseen? Through preaching!

The image of God’s Word and will comes alive inside of
us as we hear the message! Faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God! This is God’s supernatural
process!

In order to experience God’s Word on the outside,
we must first believe it on the inside. An undeniable
part of this process is preaching!

4. Seek out preaching in any given area that you
want to receive from God.

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever
a man sows, that he will also reap.
Galatians 6:7
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o

Do you want to experience God’s miracle healing
power in your life? Seek out preaching about
God’s will to heal you.

Do you want to discover your purpose and why
you were created? Seek out messages about your
purpose and God’s plan for your life.

Do you want to experience more of God’s power?
Seek out messages about the Holy Spirit and His
ministry in your life.

Do you want to walk in greater levels of Christian
character? Seek out messages about integrity and
the character of Christ.

Do you want to travel in the future and do
missionary work? Seek out messages from past
missionaries and be inspired by how God worked
in their lives.

Do you want to experience God’s abundant
financial plan, enabling you to do more to help
others and to advance God’s purposes? Seek out
messages about God’s will to prosper you, wisdom,
and stewardship.

Do you want to experience God’s promotion and
exaltation in your life? Seek out messages about
humility and honor.
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o Do you want to live out a full life and hear “Well
done, good and faithful servant”? Seek out messages
about God’s will and eternal rewards.

[ suppose we should stop and ask this very important
question: What do we really want? With this kind of
revelation, we can’t really just leave everything up to
the Lord, when in fact, He has left so much up to us and
within our own power.

Let’s not forget that the messages we hear plant seeds in
our hearts, and that every seed produces after its own
kind.’ You cannot get an apple tree from a watermelon
seed! Likewise, you will not see a harvest of divine
healing in your life by hearing about prayer and church
growth every week. If we are wise, we will plant seeds
in each and every area that we desire to see a harvest
of God’s will.

If we only hear about what we currently have, it
will just perpetuate and produce more of the same!
So what’s the proactive solution?

o More hearing (make more time for hearing God’s
messages)

o Selective hearing (choosing those specific messages
that we desire to see manifest)

0 Better hearing (making better use of our church
services and opportunities)
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It’s important for us to take responsibility for our
lives, not only in a natural sense, but also spiritually.
We can do this by proactively listening to messages
and planting seeds in the areas where we desire to see
God’s harvest in our lives.

5. Incorporate preaching and hearing God’s Word
as aregular part of your lifestyle.

“Now the just shall live by faith...”
Hebrews 10:38

This is very easy to do in today’s high-tech media world.
Podcasts and audio and video recordings are available
and accessible of most anything you want to hear about.
That can be good, but also not so good! With all of that
information available, all the more you will want to ask
God for discernment and protection in regard to what
you spend your time listening to.

You don’t just want to hear anything from anyone.
You want to hear HIS WORDS from those whom He
has sent and anointed to speak on various subjects.
It’s necessary to ask God to lead you to and reveal
to you that which He wants you to hear on any given
subject. This is also very, very important! Doing more
of something is not always good, particularly if it’s the
wrong something!
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As you begin to locate who and what the Lord wants
you to listen to, make it a regular habit and part of
your lifestyle. You will be amazed at how quickly this
will begin to shape and impact your life! You can listen
while you are getting ready for work in the morning,
while cleaning the house, exercising, or even when you
are stuck in traffic!

Repetition is a powerful thing! It’s good to listen to
messages long enough and often enough until you begin
to notice that it’s coming out of your mouth without even
thinking twice.

o You will find yourself wanting to tell others about it.

o You will find yourself looking through life’s lens
through the filter of what you have been hearing.

This is how you know it’s beginning to go to work for you!

The Bible says, “out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaks.” ** When God’s words get firmly planted
in our hearts, they will eventually start coming out of
our mouths. They will begin to affect our actions and
all that we say and do!

This is faith! This is what pleases God! This is the
victory that overcomes the world! And all of this begins
with this wonderful thing called “PREACHING.”
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THIS WILL WORK FOR YOU!

Friend, I want to encourage you today. No matter what
state or status you may find yourself in, God loves you
and has already made a way of escape for you! All that
you need is faith in God!

Your faith in God is the very thing that will enable
you to overcome all that life could ever throw at youl!
But here is a big key: FAITH COMES BY HEARING
GOD’S WORD.

Let’s not make the mistake of trying to find faith
anywhere else, except from where God said we will
find it.

o Ask God to send you a preacher to help you!

0 Ask God to send you the messages you need to hear
so that faith can quickly and easily come alive on the
inside of you!

And then, be on the lookout! Keep your eyes and ears
open! He will do it for you!

God is not hard, harsh, or demanding. In fact, His yoke
is easy and His burden is light!"' He has given us His
wonderful methods, but we must learn to put these
methods to work in our lives.
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FOR REVIEW AND
REFLECTION

When Spirit-anointed preaching and teaching are
happening, we are engaged in a supernatural,
God-ordained process.

Receiving from God is a process. There is a
kingdom process of receiving from the Lord.

God is not willing that any should perish, but that
all should be saved and come to the knowledge of
the truth.

Preaching is one of God’s CHOSEN METHODS.
Once God ordains a method, that’s His method!
You can’t change it, but you can learn how to
cooperate with it.

God, in His sovereignty, has bound Himself to His

Word. He will always move within the confines of
what He has said.
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e God can do anything, but His power will be
limited or released in our lives on the basis of
what we believe.

e Once you realize God can do anything, it’s also
important to ask yourself, “What do I believe?”

e Trying to believe God for something outside of
what His Word reveals is presumption.

e What we believe and ask God for must be
according to what He has said.

e Our own unbelief will limit and “shut down” the
power of God in our lives.

e God moves where He finds faith!
e Teaching and preaching is a Bible-cure for unbelief.

e If you will stop for a moment and listen to what
you are saying, you will discover what you really
believe.

¢ What you really believe is what comes out of your
mouth in everyday life when the pressure is on.

e [f we doubt when we ask God for something, we

will not receive.
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For Review and Reflection

It is impossible to please God without faith.

Faith is the very thing that allows God to get
involved in human affairs.

God is always willing and ready to get involved
whenever and wherever He is called upon.

If you are a born-again child of God, you are a
believer! You are not a doubter!

Faith and believing is a result of preaching.
Faith is the currency of the kingdom of God.

Through the new birth in Christ, we are now part
of God’s holy nation — the kingdom of God.

Through preaching, you can get your hands on the
currency of God’s kingdom — faith.

The Lord’s receiving process will work for anyone
who desires to put it to work!

God’s preachers are His gifts to us.

People cannot believe something they have never
heard about.
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All faith and belief has a source — hearing!

Apart from God’s preachers, His people will not be
able to hear His messages and will remain largely
unable to believe what God wants them to believe.

Preaching is God’s chosen, ordained method to
empower us to believe what He wants us to
believe, causing faith to come, so that we can
receive from Him.

Many of those who were healed under Jesus’ earthly
ministry also heard His preaching and teaching.

Many are trying to receive healing today but
haven’t taken time to first sit down and hear God’s
anointed message regarding His will and desire

to heal.

We are not on a “merit system” when it comes to
our inheritance in Christ. Our inheritance has
been freely given and provided through Christ’s
redemptive work on the cross.

When preaching takes place and the message is
being received, seeds are being planted.
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Whatever you hear is going to get planted in you,
whether it be good or bad.

We should be selective about what we allow
ourselves to listen to.

You have the right to choose exactly what seeds
you want to sow into the garden of your heart.
[t depends upon what you want to grow!

Without the planting of the seed, there can be no
harvest — period!

What you ARE NOT hearing could be the very
reason why you DON’T HAVE the manifestation of
God’s will that you desire.

When we take time to hear God’s truths reiterated,
seeds are being WATERED. Both planting and
watering are necessary for a harvest!

If we are wise, we will hear God’s words for each
and every area that we want to be strong in our

receiving from God.

Not only do we want to hear more preaching, but
we also want to learn how to hear better.
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Recognizing and honoring God’s preachers in your
life will open your heart to receive God’s message
through them at an even higher level!

The preacher’s highest role in your life is not to
be your personal friend. His highest role is TO
PREACH — so that you can believe!

There is only One Mediator between God and man,
and it is The Man — Christ Jesus.

God, and God alone, desires to be your source and
provide all that you need and desire in every area
of life.

Praying for the preacher is always for your benefit.

The message may be inside the preacher, but
the desire, faith, and prayers of the people are
necessary to bring that message out!

Hearing Spirit-anointed preaching will cause the
right seeds to be planted within us, thereby
producing the kind of harvest we want.

We will not benefit from hearing words of human
wisdom, but words that demonstrate God’s Spirit
and power.
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The preacher’s job is not to reiterate or rehash
current events, but to give us something greater
to believe — beyond our current reality.

God manifests (makes visible) His Word through
preaching.

The truths proclaimed from God’s Word will
sometimes seem far beyond your present state or
reality.

We should train ourselves to be quick to believe,
even though what we are hearing may seem far
from our current reality.

Through preaching, we can become certain and
sure about things that are still unseen in our lives.
This is the aim of preaching!

In order to experience God’s Word on the outside,
we must first believe it on the inside.

We should stop and ask, “What do we really want?”
We can’t leave up to the Lord what He has already
left within our own power.

If we are wise, we will plant seeds in each and every
area that we desire to see a harvest of God’s will.
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If we only hear about what we currently have, it
will only perpetuate and produce more of the same!

One way we can begin to take responsibility for
our lives is to proactively listen to messages in the
areas where we desire to see God’s harvest in our
lives.

Ask God to lead you and reveal to you that which He
wants you to hear on any given subject.

Listening to God’s messages as a regular part of
your lifestyle will quickly begin to shape and
impact your life!

Listen to messages long enough and often enough,
until you notice that it’s coming out of your mouth
without even thinking about it.

When God’s words get firmly planted in your heart,
they will eventually start coming out of your mouth.
This is how you will know that it’s working!

Don't try to find faith from any other place, except
from where God said you will find it. Faith comes
by hearing!

Your faith is the victory that overcomes the world!
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APPENDIX A
A PRAYER OF SALVATION

The FIRST step for you to have a greater understanding
of the power of preaching and to fully cooperate with
this God-ordained process is to receive Jesus as your
personal Lord and Savior.

Jesus is the Son of God, who died on the cross and shed
His blood to pay the price for the sins of the whole
world. The Bible tells us that “whoever calls on the name
of the Lord [Jesus] shall be saved.” (Rom. 10:13)

The Scripture also tells us “that if you confess with
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
(Rom. 10:9)

When you call on the name of Jesus and receive Him
as your Lord, you receive eternal life and you become
God’s child. This is not joining a church or a religion.
Accepting the gift of Jesus into your heart gives you
relationship with the Living God!

If you have never taken this FIRST STEP, then pray this
simple prayer in sincerity from your heart:
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“Dear God,

I believe that Jesus is Your Son, and that He died on
the cross to pay the penalty for my sins. I believe
that Jesus has been raised from the dead and that
He is alive! Right now I call on the name of Jesus.
Jesus, come into my heart. I receive You as my
personal Lord and Savior. Forgive me of my sins
and cleanse me by the power of Your blood. Thank
You for saving me and giving me eternal life! Help
me now to follow Your plan for my life. Amen.”

Congratulations! You are now a child of God!
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APPENDIX B

A PRAYER TO RECEIVE
THE HOLY SPIRIT

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem...”
Acts 1:8

The moment you receive Jesus as your personal Lord
and Savior, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within you.
You then have become the temple or dwelling place of
God’s Spirit. But there is more of the Holy Spirit that
God wants you to experience!

The promise of the Spirit was given to empower us
to walk in the plan that God has prepared for us. The
Holy Spirit is God’s gift to us, His children, so that we
can enter into all the fullness of God! All we must do is
receive this gift. This experience is called the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Spirit coming upon us.

If you want to experience the fullness of life that God
intended for you to have with the benefit of praying in
tongues, pray this simple prayer from your heart:

“Heavenly Father, I come to You in the name of
Jesus. Your Word says that You will give the Holy
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Spirit to those who ask You. I ask You now to fill
me with Your Holy Spirit. I want to experience
Your fullness in my life!”

“I release my faith and expect to speak with
other tongues as the Holy Spirit will give me the
utterance. I thank You, Father, for the gift of the
Holy Spirit and the ability to speak with other
tongues. In Jesus’ name. Amen!”

Begin to thank Him now for filling you with His Holy
Spirit. Yield yourself to Him. Speak the words — not in
your own language — but in a language that the Holy
Spirit gives you (speaking in tongues). It is you who will
do the speaking, not the Holy Spirit.

Praise the Lord daily for this wonderful gift of being
able to communicate with Him spirit to Spirit!
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Other materials by Joseph B. Kack

Pursuing God’s Plan for Your Life
Book and Audio CD (MP3 Format)

You Shall Increase!
Book and Audio CD (MP3 Format)

Prayer: Authorizing Heaven on Earth
Book and Audio CD (MP3 Format)

Take Advantage of Your Advantage
Book

The Holy Spirit: God’s Gift to You!
Book

For more information on these and other
resources, please visit www.jkmiasia.org
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Preaching is God'’s gift to you!

As you read this book, you will gain
a renewed appreciation for God'’s
supernatural and chosen method—
preaching!

Discover how you can more fully
cooperate with your preachers and
the messages they bring! Discover
The Power of Preaching!

JKMI
JOSEPH KACK MINISTRIES
¢INTERNATIONALe®

www.jkmiasia.org
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